MOTES FROM DISCUSSION BETWEEN MRES. LOUISE PARKER AND MRS, FHYLL

THET MILL (NEAR

REED OF (D/7- WALTER REED) 22 GARFIELD STREET, .0
WINDEORY  ON HER BECOLLECTIONS OF RATHMINES AMD RATHMINES FUBLIC

SBCMHODL .

Mrs.  FReed and her hushand, Herbie, cams to Rathmines in aboot
TTas. It was just a little village at the time, Mra  and Mrg,
R wer s im%ﬁrumﬂﬂtal’in the push to start a school.  The sohool
was  subsidised to start with, first feacher was a Miss iMavim
Arills (Mrs. Reed said she saw Miss Grills in later years and she
had  marvied and had children thouwgh didrn’t  know  her  marvisd

Framge ) .

Miss Grills boarded with the Reed®s in 1936/37. Mrs. Reed  was
paicd B shillings a week to go towards Miss Grills? axpenses by

the Department of Education.

Th@y dicdn®t  have suffivient children to stard A mo b but Mv,
Reed  heard of one school that had 10 children so they pushed +to

get a school as we had 11 children,

During the time they were firvst setting up the Base, the RAAF
parsonnel were billeted out with the locals., Mre. Resd feok in &
and  first and then another § - they slapt in ftents but ats ete

With the Feeds 1939,



The Progress Association owned the Buildin which basoame the
|

Rt A DTl N Tt was a2 Tweekender" as were many of  the i ldings
around  fthe area at the time. It sorely nesded painting and @

Mr. Reed set about organising a painting day however, all the

men who turned up to paint the school were bachelors!

The oldest house in the area ie situated two or three blocks frem

B

the corhner of Secrvet Corner Foasd and Fishing Foint Road.

Before the Ross's went into the shop, people by the wname of

Hughes owned it - then Mrs. PRoss in 1933. Mra., Watts sister
brought it next (her name was alsoe Hughes), then it was sold Lo

someone  who  Mrs.  Resd can®t remember and then it was sold to

Archie Robinson, then it was burnt down.

Mra. Reed recommended that T try to locate 2 Mr. Wilbur Watson

of Fishing Point Road as he has many photos of the Base as he was

an Enginesr theval,

The Hall .€which they called the "Tin Troc®) used to be in
Johnson®s Bay; When the Progress Association fmldem‘thﬁr&, My,
Halloran, who was the owner of the property it stosd on  in
Johnson®s  Bay and also the owner of most of the land around  the
drea  through his company Realty Realisations (my grand fathsyr -

Jack Denney was the Ranger for Mre. Hallovan, Mrs. Reed remembers

S

i fmndly} purchased the hall and maved it to its position  in

The Circlet. Mrs. Reed remembers this occurring in 1936




Mra, FReed offered the following as a description of the arsa
around the hally There was a big tree abt the water front, Fruit
trees, a playground, an Orochard was there in 1933, it had grape

vines, quince and pear trees.

Mr. and Mrs. Reed’s house/shop waé tihe Hmﬁpital and all sorte of
other facilities to the local pecple. One person had been 'mut
shooting -~ he .ﬁhmt a Fangaroo ~ he found that it had A Jmey,
which he promptly bvmught hame. His wife them rafused to take it
in and said "take it dowun to the Reed’s ~ they’ll have it The
R&@dﬁ named him "Billy". Billy be.ane a popular figure around

the area and Mrs. Reed told of many funny things Billy would do.

If Mr. and Mfﬁ" Reed went into their vegetable garden Chthey nrew
vfr&ﬁh vegetables for the shop) they had to be very careful o
stick to the paths as Billy wiald follow them wﬁ@va@var they

went, so therefore if they walked over the garden instead of the

pathy so would Billy.

The Resds also had a dog called Pal, he was a cattle fu LT Fal

alwso had & sense of humour. Mre. Reed told of how Pal and Billy
entertained a bus load of Americans one iy . Fal used to  hop
around on his hind twe legs, behind Billy, o mimic Bim. Thyee

tourists found this very funny and cameras clicked wi lella,

A cockatoo also featured at the Reeds, Mra. Reed remembers one
day a Mr. Kemp pacing up and down their verandah and mumbling to
Mimsel f. The cockatoo said "what's wrong with you?" and this

sent Mr. Femp into raptures and seemsed to lessen his b 1 emss
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fighter ~ the Cowneil wanbed

oo buy the Base and tuwrn it inbhor s high des

wity  hooming area.

Booth fought hard B0 ksep it pavbland.

this fight bo keep 1% parbland.

Arouret Bhe podant Chhal Yhe Base was ond was 2 paboh of wabter &%

T was called so because whenever they rowe

winld e rough unbil don came  inbo bhe

N

profteched  waters of The Maven. Al thiw site the RAAF B

momabruacbed. Therse was  an avea known a8 Memp®s Mill sngd when

thaey levelled Shis "hill"; it was foussd o be an aboriginal

micder  full of mud oysbter shells - the RAAF lavellsad ik, Tt dis
near the Bowding Tlub,  down near where the Swimming baths  were,

it was

A, buage  Dal Tres (This Eress wmaed b0 e in

Willeoz's backyardd, This RI11 used to

o as a greyhound

training track.

Mrm,  Besd suggested T contact Mrs.  Fishburn and her orasdmathes

for Viwe o Yhe wabers e oard a8 & ohild, Mrs, Fishbuarns

Feve for Bolideys.
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hgieg held in bhe Tim Teoe  fos
o]y A short bime. Thay had plays and frolics in the Tis Troe.
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o hasve 8 Teanageres Clob fruam In part by
o
Wal ber Beed, Pre. RsedPs sond. Mre. FPeed remsabers teachipg some

tesnage boys to “do the twist, MWalter pleaysd gullar Jobvery

Millew mmnd oy e alems had 8 reoovd player. Mr . arel Mre. Reed

wers afben cheperanes at the dences.

Meg. Wilson purchased bthe small sohoo] building in Secret Corner

Fomed From bhe Progress Aseocd ok o,

Mre. Reed remeabersz the baths down nesr the Favry Whar fa. There

was & big tres thare. The srassing sheds were built over the
waker, There was & big Tlood in 1954, The boat ahedds v the

avas an well as the drassing aheds wers lrrepaivably damaged and

Enpekad  down. The council refused bo vepair the dressi.y Sous

Aand they fell inmbo disvepair.

Through functions organised by the Progress Agpociation, +they

vadwerd  thowusandyg of e

arg and bullt new baths in 1980 down  in
the same place aw they were befors. She rvemembers men coniag in

wikh large machines to build the pilgrs,

dfter working in the mhk

sy all Hay, the Eesds would go down ko bthe
Baths  for & swim. They would btake thedir pabrol lamp with them.

Thie abbtracted the

Tozale s tMey alwayz knew when the Beeds were

swinmd ng howewer, bhey madnly carried The lemp dows to keep  bhe

waln away Trom She bobhs, Mra. Reosd remembars Mr.  Reed diving
wndey the wabar and ploching people®s legs hoping they thought it

BT @1 el .



The old road to Toronto started sbout where Bayswater Hall is and
want near water front, arvosms a creel, along towards Mount Waring.
The road up Mowunt Warisg was known as "Slippery Kate" « Mr. Peod
umed  to have to take a shovel with khim on his trins  to Toronto
Just  in case he was boogged, Mre.  Reed said it was a matter of
going  up btwo and coming baclk thyse, The creek that this road
want  Anross was krewss as "The Hawkesbury® as it resembled the
Hawkesbury srea and had beauti ful orchids., PRefors the Base £ BTy
Mre, Reed remembers catching the "Ghost Train® home from Bydriey.
It laft Central at 12 midnight and arrived in the aarly v ng
at Awaba Railway Station, Mrs. Fesd sent a telegram to Merbie to
pick her up, however, ‘he didn’t arrive so she wallked home,. The
Station Master cautioned her not b lsave as @omgone hard esoaped
from the Morisset Mospital. Mowever, Mra. Reed, fesling rather
trusting, embarked; in the dark along this old unlit road.  She
thought she heard someone following ker -~ she picked up her shoes

and ran the whole way home., This would have been 1937/328.
The Tin Troo was pulled down i the *70%s or "80%s,

RAAF Base -~ in 1939 they had the surveynr stay there. They userd

.

to bring the Sikorskys down in "The Haven®,

Mra. Reed is going to weite down furkther memnries, and go through

her old photos for us and mail fhem to us.
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