Ih‘\’erviaw with  Mrs Bedh MILES whe was pr'unc,'zPoj & Rathmines p.5,

from 1920 4o 1926, when she rekired. Mrs Miles did not want to
do a recorded interview but aﬂre,e,d e a \“&[e,?‘non:, intervieus. 177-6-91

When Mrs Miles

came in 1920 | the canteen was beruseen
reoms D and E,

where the LTnfonte Toilets  are now, I was bulk bﬂ
Mr Quintar’s fother . Tt was so  small that you could Oh\.\j LY 2 or

. women in 1. Their backs were Pruc{"ica.\kb a3a1n5+ tHhe back weall,
T+ was im?ossib\e o woerk in, Th 190

a demountable N wohich was

FPOBQ\D\B or—isinallb a smoldl  dassroom ,

s P\ac_e_d o the bottem of the
"—OF

c,m-—f:arh. The carpark was bult of the same time . The mothers loved
it becavse W Leas o \ar%e.. When the mul‘H—PurPosc omit was built the

‘-'—ijfﬁefn u_se.rﬁ' -1—0 Nu“‘-\abq , hear Ce,ssnocl&, Tl’\e_}j tuere, de,s?u-oﬂ“e_ g:ot- o can+&¢n1

because "t‘"\tlj didn't have any af all.

The hall wos opened b the then Minister Yor Education
P 3

3

Rod Cavalier. He was \JQJ"B ‘Dusg and Hie on\,\j wory he could £+ 1+ in was
to come \'35 hdico?i‘e,r. He landed on the oval which was very z.,xc_'ﬁ-"thg. After
dhe ceremonies were  $imished , he 5+a5€d and Plc\ﬁe_d informal games on

the oval with Yhe children. He rc.o_utﬁ seemed to \‘Ln\-}ob himsel® and so did

the children . He was alse ?mse,n’re.d with o  school slo?PS—joe‘ which he

romised ‘o wear around Parliament House Yo keep warm . The children
P Y

were very excited |

VWhen she came in 1820 the Lake Macc‘ucxr;e_ Lﬂ:roma
Bockmobile woas c.o'min5 every -‘t:or%—nish"r- Tt vsed Yo :-,-!~0F v the -’ro]:

OS‘ +"1€, SC}‘IOO) CLJF 'K“l’\t. 30&"@. near room D T}"lt Q‘QS&LS L»D'?_h."“ U.? one

at a +tme Yo borrow. Rathmines children borrowed more beeks than

any other schoel in the area. 1+ :‘;’ro?Ptc\ Qominﬂ in 195,
The Infants Mistress's

o“f{:iceh next Yo reom D was

e \ibrar—s in 19%0. I+ was so small , T was s-‘rm—xdlnﬁ reo m
The school was ‘3row3n3 r-cut:iéla and 1+ weas se -.Lins. As the
grew , the dasses covldn't Fit in. There was cme room for
The librarian had Yo + ]

rrave

onlﬂ.
school
baoks

arcound Trom cdass to cdoss woith armols

o{' bool’l‘é. Robin Williqms [T+ ¥. Y 'H'HL l{bmr-icxn 'H\e_n. _“'\t ‘11\':31‘04-5 c,\@.?;ﬂct.i



aide was

Gloria MCDouSG\.“. -nﬁtg both lived in Toronte. Gloria's office

was the storercom ot the back of the office. TH was so Finy , her desh
took up most oF the space . You could hear her in there ¥a???n3 on her
-Hj?ewr-}’re.r. The venbilation woas very poer becavse there was only one
small window , up high, Rtf)reseh+o,+ion$ for a new \“brarij were made

coh’r'mucx\\_\j and the Dcfzar’rmu\‘\' would come out and survel tohere 'Hwe,b
could Pu-’r F From +ime to Fime.

There  were 7

classrocoms there in 19%0. T}\Lg went ‘H\rcus’h o
room F. Vhis had increased to 2 Bb 1926

when she rebired. T\'\e.g
bo&n'%‘ 'H’\rougi'\ 'Lo roOinm N,

Down  behind Hhe hall
belween the ?laﬁgrouhc\

ran o couvnhcil lane which ran

and the land swwned btﬁ Hre school which wsas
oall bushland., When it rained the rooter rushed down the oll ey 50U33n5
out a 3ulhﬁ which was ﬂu'\’i-e_ o\e_c,?. This land wsos acqu‘;r::d \33 e

echool in 1920 and tHhe council ?u'\- in ‘nuse— ?i?e.s uhder the 3round

for dra'mo.a&,. The bushland 1eoas o natore area which Dallas

Blotchford did a lot oF weork on. -nwet\ had so many ?\th for this

bushland area At one s’ragc. netboll  courts were ?\o_nne.ci bt Mike

Ca?onas had so0 mouch Yo de. He did 30 much work ouviside school hours
For e.xamPle.., he laid the Pca:'fh betiseen +the admin. bu]\d%ng and the

libmr\j all ‘:35 himself. He wvorked back lare one Fric\a% until ofler
dark. He P\ﬁ- in all the 3qrdq.n5.... lhe one outside the clinte. He

CiE.\JQ.\D‘?'Ld A rose Sc\fdch whtl"t +'\'1€. c\e_mcur\"‘cubtf_ C.Q.h“"ﬂ_e-—\"l WAS .

The music in the school was very Sood.h.. -SQB Fox with her

recorders and UDennis O'Hearn

with the band. T was called the band
rven -Hwough i+ was thE) o small qroup of holf o dozen or so. Dallas
did so much work with the choir, Rathmines was o.\waﬂs in the Music
Festival with items presented \:33 Jey and Dallas Joy always did
urosval  and inhrts\—'mg items  Tor the Choral Feshival. At the opening ot
the hall her Year 6 pot on an item -l’dlina aspects and Hgk!ialﬁa sf

\iv'xhc_:g in Rathmines, for on.mF\e the loke, Scxi“h%‘ the RAAF base.
T+ RTo Y ?reparec\ lmj e cdhildren under the su?&rviﬁion ot -'“So'j'



Thuj olso had very good ceremonies for Anzac Day - A grovp
from the school was sent Yo Wang-l and Toronte on Anzac DCLS'
Ceremonies were hedd of +the school as well. The last covple of Yyeors the
school ceremony  was  hedd ot Catalina Park  where the memorial is. Wearne
and other ex-members of the RAAF base attended these.

The pictures of seaplanes up the back of the libramy were
presented by an old 3u~.-He.ma_n. Lock on +the back to +ind his name.

He donated dhe frames as  well. They'd  been in his -Fam'lij a. lonj
fime, The frames wireoahand over o hundred years old. He dolked o the
children obout the planes  when  he presented them . The school hovses woere
hamed after Hie planes by  John Leishman .

Trvine Homer had donated his Pa}h—Hns Yo the schoel . The
original was Yoo valuable *to Reep in the school so it was given on
?trmancn{' loan *to NewcasHe At Go.ue_rj. The school has access Yo it oy
Hme it wants. Look on the back of the print in the library for details.
He also donoted *wo loudﬂ ?o._'lh.'\"&cl Plo.-l—e,s to the school. _Hw'b were
Eacim-Fmﬁs of drees . APchr—anHj he painted o lot on plades. These are also
on loan Yo NewcasHe Art Gro.“e,r\j. Look in the e,ciu.ifnme,n'F re_s'ls-}e,r for detail
His son, and I +think +we other children  aftended the schoo!l for a while .

One  exciting incident was o bushfire across the road. The
news media  were -f-’lj'mg over in \-\e.licoF'Pars. The crildren were Rept inside
the classrooms wnth the blinds down ac.:_ord}nﬁ to sa{:e}s rejula:\-:‘ons."["ham
was & lot of smoke but no real danger . Some parents came and collected
their children because  thay were worried about the Flames Flashing
Jr]nrous\ﬂ the  frees.

We used +o have the sports  carmived in the focol park
hear the lake. We went Yo Weangi when H\uj developed the Sroundb there .
\/\]angs Athletics  Cub  lent e_::}ui?me_n'\' lthe  mats and stoands for hia\-,
Jumps. They alse came along a Fews ¥imes before the carmival 4o coach
the children,

VWhen Mrs  Miles came to the school . she cleoned the

who\e, ";c_\'\oo\ u? ‘f)ve.c.o.uSg 'H‘\e_re_ Lias an o.c_cwumu\odﬁon 0'? \'"U._Uo-l-sh. On& 0'?

?



e Hﬁnga she retrieved woas o very old  enrolmend r’e_s.\sh,r. She wosn't

Sure but  che H\ous\-v’r Wowas  the or’.s\ha\ one Srem V4L1. TH was very
O\C\ Q.\"'LA '\’\‘\E, PQ%LB Lyere *—'Orh

y 5o 5\’1& hqd ‘13&“ \‘“t.-Bound ou—u:\ r‘e_-c,o\ie.r‘e,cﬂ.

TV should oHll be in Hhe 5’n’on3 room. A lot of records seem Yo howe
c\'\saF?eo_recl : she didn't Rnow what hag?anec‘. to +them.

Mike CaPonas lived oF Morisser . As she said before , he
A\C\ S0 muc‘h 'i:or 'Hw.. Sc)’mook_ Hc. moLcie, [=% PU?FQ—'\' ‘H’\co:\'re.. ‘Q'or“ 303 ‘;:ox

which was stored 'n the et room. I+ wos ute larae aboutr 23 v b #.
9 8
Twe or three children fitred behind 3 with Hhes ?u??t"rs ._“'uzﬂ gave no
Pu_b\;c, FLF‘Formancts btﬁ‘ Pe.’f"g*or’mt’_ci ‘Y’or olr\'mr c\asscs. T\-\ta ?tr‘gc:\‘me_cl on
the stage in the hall, Thew used an overhead orojector ot first | but later
3 3 Py )

So’]t o proper 115\1\‘ . Yo moke shadow Pu?Fcﬁrs as  well as hand pup?drs.
The children made +he FuFFf;}-&' in croft. ¥ Yook o \ov of ?\cmn§n3 ond
Prohcjris‘t no -

Bu'shclanc]ng wos  started Eb Deallas  Blatchford . He used

to ?\6\5 i o small qrovp which F\mﬂe_d Bush Music outside the school,
He loved Avstralion Bush Mosic. His 3FOUP come UF from 556:1:.\‘1) and

?e_rj(:orme.d at one of the Bush Dances. T\’]L‘lj were very 3ood. Tl“‘tﬁ
had  the Bush  Dances  and Barbc_‘:\ue.s orn  the as?l—xa\’r area outside the
\10,“ Ltslﬁ:]“s were. Fu*\- on the halls for this purpose.

The Crocher T\)]SH*s started when L was there. Mike
Conwo.s R the P2 C Praslc\r_n’{' or

S;mm.j Richards could cs‘nit mare
information . ’Per'ha[)s Peter

Cu_r-r-i.) , ancther P 2C Pr-c_s'lden‘\‘.

There tsas no proper fence arovnd the schosl ard no

30.:\‘&5 when

she came. There were \—)usﬁ‘ wooden uf)ﬁs\-ﬁ‘s with wire strong
bekoeen . Because

there were neo 5::&&5' the locals used 4o rvide Sheir
moterbikes 'H—\rous\'\ the school which couvsed some c\o.mcxse.. She had o

proper Fence Pu‘\' all  fhe oy aroond the scheool, as well as acﬂ:&s which
could be loched 4o

s{'oi: the miner vandalism,

When Secrel C(orner

Road was raised and tarred |, the

school e,xFe.r'te,nc,tcl Seyere. drainacjt:

Prob\ems between Rooms € 2D, The
Covnail + the Dq,Pch-‘-mu\.‘\’ co~ot->e,m:i-e_c\ ‘o Pu!- in a PocHw and 5'%'5:?5 up



o the road for +he children Yo cotch Hhe bus.

A achool 5i3h was erected 2 L shrubs (_\:)c"r"f\e_bruShca?D
were planted on aither side in memory ot Thelma (ibson

whe

d&d't(:o:&'e.d SO h'\a,n.a ldc,c:u—s 0‘? Scw‘tced '\'o "r\'te:. Sc\ﬁoo\. %\"\L di&n‘¥ \-La\fc._
one &05 off ik in pa Years. (or weas 1t \ohge.rs She torned OPp

for work, sich or not.

The P 2 C ?\ahh:d a lot of Arees while she was there

Au ot Yis s recorded im  the ?‘no"ro olbums. 'ﬂm_b ols o Pu*\* o lot of
ort 'n. Each yeor

and  induviduals from the c,ommun;'\'g, At of

, Hhere. oere donotions From the P 2 C, Yhe Counerl

land was reclaimed .
Tl'\:_ areaq on 'H‘lt’..- c:)‘H"ze,r 576.9_, O‘Q’ ‘H‘\e_. cxd'\ltdh'\rur‘e_ P\o.bcarc.uhd LoAs ‘\'mrr\’o\e_.
The Ps C bl +he banks ofF the oval which bocks

down Yo
Rosc,mcu—s Rows. 1+ Yook many LOO!"‘R;"{'\S bees. 1he 3mund&. wiere. ?rdclts

w}\d, infested with erormouvs  lantana bushes which were cutr oot . I

represented o kremendovs  effort by the P2 C. When she arrived the
%rounc\s Were.  Very rough  and  in need ot repairs.

As the school grew |, +the Infomts Toilds woere put in s
the De,?o.r¥me.n~\- Fu+ in o '\'rcx.r\'éf;‘trm_+ion areo, . | he DC_,PQ.I‘”PYT\&\‘\.JF spent e

| ot ot rnonuj on +the school . T\neﬁ olse made the or‘xg'\hq\ Sran+ for
the nodure area. |he

Dz_?om{-me,r\"\* Was  very C.O-OP@_!‘QZ“;\JQ_ ot all fimes. &

l'LdPe,d when Jr}u,g coold. OF  course there were other he,e_.d.\LS schools as

well.

Around 1923 the t“c\Pid 31—01..\)-"\—\ slowed down  with the
Recession . Bu\lc\'m_cj in Ythe orea slowed dowon. As ue,\\) oo ?ri\:afre_

schools DPtne.d in the area  which took some shudents.
The sixth  doss uvsed Yo 90 to Torewto H'\g\'\ Schoo!  butr i

] N ‘g
became Yoo overcrowded , %0 H“ﬂ were Tezoned Yo Mormssed in 3l or 7

When  Mrs Miles  came

, Morion Parker was me\.a here
3 hours o d.a,xj- The rest of the cdlerical work twas done ba the. P\*incjpcx,\

Marion was in Yhe Front office betlween reoms B8 2 €. The ?T“ET\C,EPQ.\.\S

othice wos the room behind thot , now o sterercem. he pr?nc:tpu‘\\s

table could jus% 5&?;\3 £ in. 15 there wos o quc_n“r” \ 'H-\f_ﬂ couid ;)U.S“}“



\qudj sit | ;\a.rnme,ci between the desk and  the cuPboarcl. Mov couldn 'F
close the door withoot o qreor deal of  difficoby. The security bors on
3 9 A

the windows made 1 worse. You had o beth sidle areund Yhe desh 2
dxc.nac_ chairs Yo shut +he door.

Lnterviewed bt;\ Anne Bnilt .
Te,qc}xe.\— L;‘DPQH amr



