ot

A~B This is  Anne Brid 1n+crviaw§n5 Dave Robertson who was a

teacher ot Rathmines P.S.  from 1972 Yo 1A%

D.R:

AR
D.R.

AR,

Um. Well, first of all T  um, Hhat was my First o.PPo'sn'\'an'!' at

Rathmines and T hit the place age 30 | uh, \-\cwins dene 1O year:
‘lh e ‘11"\ H‘Ht Commoﬂ l)d&o-l‘;'h Banb\ ct.l‘\Cl g W, \'\O.d Q bO»u CL.{- LOHC.%Q..
And T was the only uy in the entire 55s{-<.m L think | Yo et

NewecasHe . Evub\:odﬂ dlse was sent all over Hhe P\qc.a.
Neah.

And T was a bt of a moever ot c.o“t.gt_ ot the +ime becavse L

was %0 mud"\ o\cl&r’ “H'\an E.V!—l"'bed3 . Ancl I ‘v‘lnal'l.lj So’r ou’(’ )nc.rt_
‘cavse T lived ok Wang; and, uh, T

with radical ideas ,um, a lot older ,um, hadn't been -Hnroug\-\ the

555‘\'1.#1. Or the DcPar\-mc,n‘Jr was doing & very stratified , you Rnou

"‘\Q.cl +0 do 'H'\-lngs 'tn a Ctr+a1ﬂ wcuj- Ar\a I cnr'r'\\it.d QHAI was
o bt radical y wtny and L

,uh, %o T arrived sort of

remember  the First datj I. sort of
?uutd up Hhere . Because before the. ... 1 arrived W wos o oll-
Female stafF . A fFew H—ﬁngs 1 can't Pu%* on \-o,i:c.

, but L 3\9.&1-1«_:
aftrerwards what had \-LQPPe.ne.d,

Bur Hhe qirls a?qur—n‘H\j had
a bit of ... weren't 3<,H-1n3 on., There was a lot of fur Hlying
around the place , you know and H’""j were anxicus Fer a guy
To get in there to sort of put a bt of ol on the waters. And
H“"ﬁ Just wouldn't have ancther woman to falk o, Oh, T don't
think wou  sort of understand what T'm saying but ,uh, somerimes
all gqirl stalfs  are Prr,H-H Fermble .

Yeah,

(Indls-l»lnSu}shablc.) What was T saﬁlnsﬂ?, They were hansing ouf
for a male. Uk, anyway kuj oll said A male, a male! "t
pull up in the boHom driveway with ey e V-dub . Cur T
cimb anrd o.PPo.re.nHt) with one voice they all said ;" Well | back
to the drawinj boord ! Uausks)

ﬂ'tuj were disaPPoinJrcd .



DR,

A.B
D R
A.B
D.R
A LB,
D.R
A.B.
D.r

AR
D.R. -

Tl-xe,s were Se,\fe.re,\s d%quFoinﬁ-Ldl But '\"ne_tj \"LaPPe_ne_d ‘Yo 34_‘3‘
me . Jhat's what H“‘S fold me oafterwards anuyway.
Yeah.

But | uh, 'H’\t5 were 3ocd : The,xj, wh .o
Whoe was there when you started 7
Uh  Ruth Brandt wm

1 3}

Val | um, there was Anne Hum]phm‘f.s

Y

CO “ een jonas .

Y

fuo | kansfng arcund and, um
Meah.
T So+ o lot of 5uFPor+ from Colleen. Um . and John Leashma

started +he same week as L did. Thot was ....was when he

1

took over from Crcmr'Se_ G‘dqgih.
M m,

U}'\} se L sart of .... the Sir\s sort of took me inte their heart
and loched affer me and thoat | and |um, it was |1 re_a.\hj .

)

L e,n\_‘sosc.d Foooooum, L obeder Fell You Some JF‘um-\.(j —H\im-js Had

?

HQP?and cuwh oo um . Val for instance . Val was, am, ?re.:H-\j
S)rrodal'\‘l'. She \'uxd, she had infants

be lined up in the same line becauvse thatr was noatural | That

!

am | cjir'ls anrnd bc'ﬁjs wouwld

was the Wy W+ was o.\wcx55 done .

Mm.,

And T4 qet Fhem in ... I'd qef them 'cavse I had year L Fher
of one stage ‘oo, Ll'd sort of shake them oot | and said | " Le's
but she said |

hl
n

5& Hhem all mired “p She 50‘\' ... naot L:.Fsd‘
“No. This i, this s not rfah"r" and uh.. .

¥

None of the airls wanted Yo do year 2.
Neah.
For some reasen or other . T\me.b said, uh, We don't want to be
infants ', and one of them wanking Yo do Primacy . And se there
was a bit of a.. it was a.. real problem. Ard T was doin3 year 3
and L couldn't see much difference between the fwo 'H-ﬁncjs
anyway . So L said (jf_a.h L' ... 'cause you do infants meth,
at c.o“cae. Mm. And so 1 had «a c,ouF\e. of years on  year 2 and
L really loved it




DR,

¥

 Mm.

T+ was tye.aﬁ' .1 had a dass oF abeutr 26 or 27 dhere
fowards the end.

Mm,
But an.ij were all  LiHle darlings . We had a, you know

, could

qudhj fit them in the rcom. In o demountable there and +hat
was 300&. Um. What ese \'laFftnf_.d? Oh, T sort of

. L was sort

of  Yhe cartoonist cum Joher in the Flace.. And ¥ Hiere wos an

QFPOH-U“H.B for clrawinﬁ a c‘uich cartoon.
M,

;o I'd Pt.d' W on the notice board o+ L1'd Pu} it somewhere ese .

And Yhere was ome L drew when 'H"l(-:! were ‘Dringing o

demountable to the scheol . And Wt was So'ms o be opened \:nj

or L Hink I+ was So'ms fo be ...

Some sork o‘$ ce_re.mons was
5oin3 Yo EQPFU\ with  the Minisher.
Mm

But  the demountable wasn't there . Apart from that +he road

was A mMmess,

.+ Oh | riah&‘.
© Pnd 2o, T} almost happened +he way T drew . T mean T

dreww 1t over the J\’OP. Buwtr T drew o Sro.dc.r- comins wp the

road , \we_\\ina the road, DBehind them W+ was a B-I')K'U\‘“Ln-\a.tﬁih:.)
mochine which was made ‘he ... pot the surface down. Bcehind then

was +the crane brinsing.

. owell . cranes b"“"-g“"j the demaunta
Mm.

And behind Ythem was the 3ovc.t-nm¢n'}-al limousine  with the bleke
ot , that was aboud Yo ... and that's

th?ancd
You didn'} b\e.e.‘: Yhe cartoon 7

almost the Wy W}

I Mhrew b our. T oas yum, uh L pus If“ltj?af’f.r' e We didn't
\*mw, Hgscru—ns of one 5+°‘3e" Se, the Department somehow qave

we HS?GFQ!“. These horrible S'l'ich\j 'lons Hireads and stuff. Or
Somebod5 went and bouglﬂ- ot



AL
D.
A.B.
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A B,
D.
A.B.
D.

A
D.

A,
D.

» e

PP B P L

Yeakh
So, where are we going to put them 7 We hung them from
Phe fFans . And so... le's turn the fans on. We Yurned +he fan
omn  Tull blast.
Yeah.
T\w,ﬂ wraPPcd themselves around +he fans . Thatr was 3006,
LE you look of +he fans in seme litHe roem ap there |, you
can probably see this  horrible, yellow | sticky stuff . SHI there.
Um, whatr cse did we do ! Uk, T donno. Did a lot
o artwerk with the Rids when T was dhere. With a lot of ...
when I First started exploring the fact that you didn’t have to
um | restrict the use of speech marks and that o Pr‘fma.r-lj Rids
and upper Primc\rlj. And Hhat was one of the roles T sort of come
across . And you had ... use all these -’r’n'mgs LY wos Very
structured in those dauys .
Mm.
L dunno. Some people are still that way - Bot T suc,r_r.ss";—u.\hj
infroduced  bubbles - speech bubbles and cartoons and the old
sixety - six  and ninety-nines Fo year Hwos,
Neah.
And the bright ones {ust picked i} up - The other ones sfill didn'f
know what all the squigqaly marks meant , bu they didn't catch
on. But the ones that did 'H-u.-g rw..llS flew . And we just
Produce.cl books like crazy That was in the dc“js before we starte
um, gelting on the computer | conferemces and making a lot o
bochs . But we Froduce.d a lot of artwork . Um.
We've 5°+ Pho{*a%rqp\—xs ot , T think | your cdass , um ,in Pam Bunn's
Fme.
Meah, Pam was next door 4o me.
VYeah, nature trail.
Oh, yeah.
Stories out on +he nature *trail
That nature trail okl a desect 2 We... i+ was bush , it was bush
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D.R.:

5.

S

when we |, when L had if, And we yust made o path through it

And jusi‘ llke Hansel and Gretel *he hkids started o drop litle

rocks | liHle white rocks . And from that we breadened i 2 | uh, we
spent o bit of c\ough bu53n3 notive plants . And we put about
50 plants in. Had working bees

um, an art.... an ocutdoor

dassroom canstrucked oub of logs. We started to qeb birdlife
areund the place. The ?\an-¥-5 were 3”“"“3' We had it all
identified | We had, uh  this guy  af Awabakal | um gcr-sgﬁ- his
, idenkified all the frees © And then one
clcuj , the slasher came. And put the slasher through the whele

let . And T cried, LT rta,u._uj did .

name He_ Came ou.'lr

. That was For the \-rans?lr—a}%on area ¢

I} was... ne , it was btschd the J(-rw:u-u.s,Pir-x:t:}-ion area . lhe {‘rqnsFirod-f
area was there o sert of water the whele Jr‘n'ans. But # was, it

was tworhi ng -

- Mm.
- And, am. ..
. ¢ What was the reason ?

Ok, just that i wasa't controlled | or scmd-hins. T‘nc,z_,s used to ..,
;;usjr went too far, We had %o a!:oloaisf_ like crazy . Bul it
broht mij k‘\f.tu"*".

E po.m was ucrﬁ uPsd".

L was ... she was . Yeah , becavse we both were sort of , did an
awful lot of  work . We were both o.lwa.gs down there . We
made o book with the ... in fact therds a book in the \'\brcxnj.
proba\als stll  there with ,uh, we used used P‘no‘l’oara?ha o make
the boek . T+ wsas an  advenfure sh:.mj on Tarzan strikes boack

ot 5ome,4-\win3 like that.

That was what T was +°lh"“3 about.

Oh | yeah . Right . We lost a shirt that day and we lost o few
hids. \Ale spent all daﬁ do}ns T, But an enormous  stimulus for
lanquage and all that. And the bush was greof . The hids loved
being down there,



g
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Neah,

And it wasn't ot of bounds or anything . You could walk
down there. Um. Had & bushfire once too. That's why you've
3:& a couF\c of P\iaa fire pumps there which probably not

even used since & mever be used qgo.ln,

Yeah . R}alﬁ‘.
Uh I Sc+ a litle cerbificate .. bt—;hﬂ a 500& bush fire ;13\—&'&:-.

i

And uh, H\e‘sj ol Jrkou&‘n'l* L was a biﬁ hero ... butr T was...
Where was +he girz?

, and carne cast

A\w,:&us‘}‘ ,;\usi“ sprang from ... p\osama_rﬂ Row
fowards the school | and the achool was Pre,’H'j well surroonded

L mean | was

here was ncﬂf\]ng in +he scheol Yo burn but,

? k]

W+ odid cause a bit of excitement and v did burm all the

um |

wory c\\ona the boltemn fence up To ,um )c\‘\, we s-l-oFsFtd it

before i+ 30‘]’ to the LitHe cm—Po.r‘R down the betem.
You Qc+ua\\5 ;oug\'\%‘ the it:]re_, did Sou?

Neah , ¥ was tuwe of us went out there and sort of , bucket
brlgade_ Sob.
Yeah,

And we had kids in a line filling half buckets and bringing
them to us, And we were bc_a:\-inS W+ out.

What year was Mot 7

Oh, i+ would have been about 31 '32 ,somc%lnﬁ lihe that.
Mrs  Miles oh, so Yhat's the same one Mrs Miles has told
me aboul.

\h?. Neah.

Whe was the other person who \‘\t\]:n_d &jou?
oh 1 ?orgd. I+ mia\w}- have been Doallas or someone \ike thad
. or, uh | there was alse ,um, what's his name ¢ Norfolk Tsland
Uy e _azarevic,

Qh, Roy.

Yeah. It's funny  when Ro&j came toa. You, see, L was the onb.

male Fhere ,except for John | and T was I was sort of Sd-’cins

?



sick of all the Femole talk about , you know | babies and Rnick

Rnows what . A\onS came Rocj. R05 was the ulFimale male .
He'd come inm, 43r'u\.n+. St down. Open up ot the 5?cr+in5 page

(\augkb}

A B, : Yeah, sounds like ROS.

D.

O ¥ o o>

>

O P» O P

R.:

?000706070_03

@ PP

¥

Nou hnow and L1 was, you Rnow ... he was ot the other end e
e SFtc\'rum. He was termble teo, After the fire imcident y Am

?

Beth came a... a Sssln.m of wqr-n'mgs. P\ISH’.

Mm.,

And she had, um, L forqet what it was Ffws , two short blasts «
3 short blasts | there is o fire and everyone had to adopt fire
deill. Toake the hide down Yo the oval . And then there woas say

}

me_cxn'\”

50me.H1ih5 Lkhe L. lonS blasts or samt_Janng ke thod

b

Hiere was some kind o{', Mere was o bomb thread or s:»rn(:H-\':ns
like that.

Mm.

You had Fo s*-as in the dassroom, or some_-\-\-xina Like that,
Neah,

Did you speak to Pam of all?

Yeah.

Did she fel you about the +ime she couldn't qeb out of her
cdassroom 7 There was o guy called Trevar Atkins . He was a
lifHe... he was a discipline problem.

Yeah.

And one dC\_B she sent him outside.
Neah,

. Trever decided ... Fhat he had a more outside Jroo....:)us%-

sutside the demountable door, The.5 SoJr all the school cases
and Une.a Just 5us‘\' stacked them up brick-like | like Bui\ding

a 5and-l:q3 wall . She couldn't qet ouf. C\cwshsb

So what did you do 7

We left here there for  awhile. (_\a.uahs\

We never had anuy sPor’rinﬁ houses . Oh T 1 think we, T was ther
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. Twoe of them. L c\¢signf_d e obher Ywo

Q.

when H'\c.ts introduced  ‘them anyway and sort of ... 1T looked aheo
and said, " Well.." They woere qoing to have two and I said M
this place is Srow%mj , le's  have four.” And T think his idea
was Yo, his favourite idea was Yo name them afrer the
Commanders on the base .and 1 couwldn™ see hids Aumping up
and dewwn and dnc.e_rins for Wilberforce or Thistlewhite | whateve
Jr\‘w.ﬁ \-\a\:\:e.ne,d o be C\aug\'\S) Soe  we \'\aP?uxe.d to Pic_}x Hrese
alftrackive names ouk of the olanes. And we based it on thet
And who's idea was it ju.s'\" 3&1-«,1’&\ ?

Yeah., T Hhink \')usﬁ' general. Just one of the SUS%e_s’riohs . L don't
T can't daim credit For "r“nln‘aing of thet but T did do a

cou}:\c. of the banners which T beleive are missina now,

v Yeah ?

Recovse we ustd o have , we made Ssome beaotifu! banners be.

Twe were | one of the quan’rs) Lother c\r_s'xanc.d Hhem.
Mm,

T think . The ladies
went away and made them our of , b was almost like )rcx?c_s‘rmj.

Mm.

)

Some_‘H'\ins like Sou,‘d hang in  a chorch, Yyou Rnows . T\-wj Lere
re,cxug nice, Jhal's about 1+ ... & years ol ’;oraoH-c.n,

¢ Mm. Were you ‘there ,um, when the Dobell Arts and  Crafts

Festival started ?

' \{Qa}\. \{e,?. I Laon it one thllr'. Whtn 'L came htf‘a. BL.\.‘% I Oty

F.
Qh! rigH’,
For a Pa.%r-d-ing oFf some qum brees L did, L've sort of 30‘\‘ a

hir\h5 H‘\EHS abeut gum frees . Rechon H-\uj‘re_ e.s?c.c.iq.\\B 5,Pc+¥-e.c\

)

gums in the wet . Thf.s're. beautiful.
M,

v Yeah. We decided that 3 T think Tean , Colleen was one of the

mov‘ns forces in that and, um
hall and |, uh...

oh ytah |, we did it down the

3



A.B + Ts +his the rec. hall?

D.R. ¢ This is the, uh, the dance, the, no, before that was buillr ... use
fo use the air force base ... the old...

A.B. = Yeah . Yeah.

D.R. : The big one down the botrom .,

A%, : Meah. The rec. hall down in the Air Base . 1s thar the one

50»\ mean

D.R. = Yeah, that's i+, Yeah. Yeah,

ALt Yeah. Right.

D.R. : Yeoh. T don't know it i+ was that | if i+ was thet or, we ran,
a sort of a dinmer one nia\n’r Yoo |

AR+ Mm .

D.R. = We ran out of qlasses . We ran out of seats and wergthing .

L can remember So'mﬁ round Fo all of Hhe different Aubs

and Jrrbing to  shake jugs out of them |, and glasses  and seal

and heaven Rnows what,

Yeah

T+ was...

When was *his 7 What gear, do you know ’

Uh., T cowldn't putr a number Yo it

And when did the, ub, Dobell Arts Crafts Festival acrually

start 7 Did it qrote our of that or was that the beqinnine

of 7

D.R.: T don't think it grew our of that | I don't ‘hink it started
our of that. T was either +the Lions Uab here I think was
o bit of a moving forece  with Hhat.

AB. . Yeah, RESL\“\H We've heard thal it started 'erou.g\-\ the Pa C
of Rathmines and we're ’rrbinﬁ to ‘track 1+ down.

D.R.w Mm. No. Nup. We did a let  of work for iF. Yeah. Aithough

» O O »
;—;:)I)UJ;UCP

a let of Pco?\e. sort of mis'\n!rc.r?rd-e_d me ‘oo, because L had a lot of..
T'm in bhe ormy - T was a Warrant Officer when L was, sort of,

over 'H"Lti"t.. I mean

A .B. « Yeoh.

, l‘m a CQP”G‘Q.in How .



D.R. :

A.B.
D.R.:

AR,

1Q.

But 'H’ILB sort of Hninh‘ "Oh Lﬁe.o}n , army Su.b He's So':hﬁ to be Very
*1~ou5l'\ on disc]F\inc, and sruff . And there wos o few Fimes there
T'd sort oF prtd' kids , couse T had.... this was when

where | um \

T had infants . T had ‘?orgc‘}' Hﬁr_i were lLitHe ytar ones C1'd just
sory of sayu , " R‘lg}ﬁ' ! (C\ichs ‘f-‘mgu-s) Two lines ! _ﬂ-\%‘d sort oF
stand there . Loock ot you like this . And I'm souing, (icks -?-inau':
"Two lines. Ch.Ch. Leds qo'!’
Bulf  that was ?unnfﬁ rcsolv]ns P\mj'mj the part ot ‘oc.'ma a
Warrant OHicer in the army , and ‘then \::f_'mg an infants teacher.

E\ren‘!‘uoﬂs H‘Lct\l 50‘\' 'W’\c. \'\‘1\:550«.34...

© Mm.

Recouse therd's these roles e,ch.c\—e.d of you and in the end T
sort of qove up did m_Bsc,H‘ . Buat H“’fj wanted you Yo be in the army
so you couldn't furn your boch on anﬂboafj

Mm

D.R.: You don't say please | csPe.c.icdlS Warrant Officers and stuff like
this . You give them these orders and commands ol the +ime.

A.B.: Mm,

D.R And other end of the spectrum s an infants Yeacher. But s ol
you Rrow |, uh | warm fozaies (_\aus\ns)

A.B.. Yech

D. And, uh, sometimes T sort of had Yo qo (smacks Tace twice) , you
Rnow , switch off that role | switch on the other one.

A.B.. Yeah. When you were in the army , you mean the Reserve | the Arm\j
Reserve 7

D. R.: Yeah. Yeah. Arms Reserve .

A. B, R':al-d'. Mm.,

D. R.: Thatr was , that was 'g‘unn\j . L used Yo qer These leers from |
T cﬂwo.,ljs had kids mri*\~'\n3 fo me in camp.

A.B Mm.

D.R.: And, uh, e Rids used Yo think... In the army , right . Theyve scen

Pic‘rurgs of what hcx??e.ns in the oF My, And you hnow Llve skl 5::’?
these leders of home .“ Mr  Robinson | Hope you de not %ek run over
by a Yark! Or " Please si-mﬁ safe ., 1 want you to come back alive



A.B. : Oh right.

D.R. : (laughs) LitHe bouys would draw pictures of you, you hnows ...

A LB, . Neah

D.R, : Bullets are -Y-\ljina and there's an'\-i-+q.nh-3uns and herds Mr
Robinson lo«:.inﬁ run over by o tank somewhere (\aua‘n&.} They we
beaut . Plus 1 used to be very proud of i+ toe, 'cause T used +
read out those |etrers to the obher quuys im the, um.

A.B.: Neah.

D.R.: [n fact it became a bit of a Feature there o go ooy To cam:
and they used to sau, " Righto, Sqt Rebinson  or you Rnew Mr
Robbo's got his letter from his kids . 1 used to pass i+ round H
entire platoon and the company. And Hwej were omazed o lot of
Fimes becavse I , T ,um, do wear ,um, my , sort of | my heart on
my sleeve a bt when 1 comes to standards. And T hear all this
stutt  about  teachers don't teach sPe.\\inS angmore , or languagqe,
or maths, and e.uu—SH\'mg‘s gone downhill | 'cause Hhey read the
Murdoch press  and H‘w_B hear all +his qarbage obout hows ...

" AB. 2 Mm,

D.R.: And T used Yo say, "Rubbish! Read this!” And they used o be
quite amazed ot the stu¥ we used 4o turm oud. Um |, fully, T was
sort of justitying the rest of the Educabon Department on the
stutt my e Rids could do. But |, uh, T was qu.'x‘ra proud of them.

A% Mm. How long did you feach infants 7 The whole +ime you were the

D.R.: No. Dnl,g P yeors Three for +three and *rwo for twe.

A.B.. Right | and then you went back +o Fr'lmq,-s?

D.R.: Then L wme here becavse T had Yo ,uh | 'H—\cg wonted a mole ‘o
sort this hermific meb of year b out. L came really unstuck “cows
I was 356 used Yo the warm ¥u113 bt And T 30‘\' down here....
T've always sorf of  qrovitaked roond there. Le olisosys ‘avght
year 3 and yeor 2, 13,1k years L'ye been 3rec::.c}\'n-\s.

AB.: Mm,

D.R.+ T just sort of &t in now, T think.

1 A .B. : MNeah,

1
i
|



D.R.

AR
D.R.:

A.B.

D.R.-
AB .

D.R.

12,

: ITn infonts . -ﬂ'w,:j should have more blockes Jre.cxcl-\ing intants. Sus

for the Ffack Hn:.% ,uh, lot of Siﬂs haue come to me First we .

the Siret weeks or so and Jr‘ne,g‘rc. ac‘\-uai\_x.) Yermbied .
Mm.

ot 3\15} sort of 51;1:15 a male and sort oF | sa.e_Bnﬁ me bark ot a

few ?e.o?\e, sometimes. But T +think after aboult the first week
Pnoa'ue_ sussed 1+ out that 1'm

o real ?u555~c.c,+and ‘H"\{.lj.-. .
Yeah, Welve alwcujs

had a male on infants ot Rothmines since

I_‘ue. been H'\e.rr_. \Which is 300&,
Groed idea.

Oh, is there an.wa'mg dse you want o add, or.. ?
Nuh.



