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Mrs  June LEONARD 67 Dorr'ms'l‘on Rd Roathmines P_b : 15-\S0\W

Mrs  Leonard's (-Hwen WEBBER as +his s her second ma.rrfaseb

children altended Rathmines P. S, Lrom 1955 +o 1964

Mrs Leonard had I children whe starfed and finished of

Rothmines School. Ln 1455 her daugi-d-e,r Yvenne slarted ot 5 years old.

T"lf,\j wierd \'IV‘\HS [=] 21 ‘pﬂb awr basc, jr]ne_n bcco.usc h&r \-\usband loas oan alrmad

T‘M’Eﬁ lived on Hie base From 1950 until the base dosed in 1961

Kenny started in (356 , Barbara in 195%.
dectrician at anﬁ:

Kenn5 12 nowe an
. He drives a red van with Ke.nmj Webber on the side .
Barbara is ho_u'mg a Catsarian 5c.’wrclo.5 week . She is on  Richmoend Air Base .

Yvenne is new up af Mallabula . Her children
qo o Tanilba E’Jqﬂ School . She hedps with the reading at the achool .

T+ was o one-room school in
mo.ﬂbe, vet even  thot
Rood . Mr

She married an airman,

1955 with  LO-5%50 s’ruden'i“:‘:,
That bu'x\A'lnS hos new been moved to Secret Corner

Uark was +he Orwlﬂ feacher when Yvonne started . Mrs Clark
{'aus‘h{’ 5e,w'm<5.

The next year ('55' or 57 7} te cdass moved down to +the

holl in the cirdetr while 'H’\Lj wetre \::u.xlchng the new \Duzlé\mg They called

Yhe hall the "Tin 4rec ".JK I+ went to 2 Yeachers with the new bm\d\ng There

were L classes with the ?rlhc_if:al‘s othce in between . There were 2 dasses
r\g\v\— ’H'Lroujl-\ while her children were there
CTeor3<, Stanton had Alan.

. There were no demountables,

Before 4—\'1&5 buill +the canteen Bd"rg Richards , who lives nexT
cloor mother and 3rahdmo+lnc_r had a ute with the back down ounder +he

E‘S free. Hot mince and soup were served off the back of the Jr:—m_ac:\a"s-a
hildrea, Ln  the e_ar-lj "0 s H1c,5 buih the conteen outside +he ch\e_rgarh.n

room. Tl“‘ﬂ used Yo Swe, her her bus fare +o Qe irte Joronte +o br—‘mg

t)c:,c.b, wlc\ mea+ an.A +cmq:’fb 'got‘ sandmlchﬁ,s. Wl’\o:\‘ H’Ie..r‘c_ oas O"? -‘—C‘_-,«(-vcprﬁ‘tﬂ.ll

T+ wasn't very ‘oig in Those daﬂs. Bread and pies were delivered 4o
e school., She did +his for

a mu?k. of years. T+ Las a one- room

canfeen. A 'ﬁa? o?c,nc.d up +o serve children. There

canteen like a soccer

¥ Short for

trocodero



was a stove and a 'Fridje_, in ¥, T+ was demolished for the mu]":-i-.?ur?ost_
hall long affer  her children finished.

She covldn't remember the other teachers names bot she will
find out from her children. She could remember the treacher down in
the Hn ’rruch“ where Yvomne was. He was a Jr-b??c;a,\ boshie . He'd have
his \e,g vp on a :'ﬁ-umia and rolled his ocwn c,Eﬂq,r-e:t"re.. He wos orly a

Litle d'to.?- A -\-5?1@ bushie even in the W oy he falked. He came Srom the

outbach somewhere, I+ was o 3ooé e school, She was broug\ﬁjr up

in +he outbach of Queensland. They are the better schools,
- —ﬂu,b lived on 'H'u_. air ba.sc UF in the married C\ua.r-'\"t,rs There
oo

. l R S

were. 1000 ?crmcxnew\'s NBD :»[")o.nd oﬁ:ice_rs were c.omin5 and 30'”’3 ‘o ‘\‘ra\mm:B
achool. T+ added up ‘o about 3000 wshen sdhool was in T\‘le.fj were Wke a litle
wmmuv{\’t‘g on their ocwn with their own Pic\—uﬂ, show Post OFice ond canteer

She hdFu:l with the dry c\f.anina for o c_cu?\e_ oF years . She worked for the
chap who used Yo come out. She washed the boys' drabs and se on.

There were Il homes vp en Jr'o]:: which uvsed 4o be the WAAF’s
c‘uarjre.r.s clur]nS the war. 6 Pre—?abs were buitt which gave L7 homes all
told . They were all families, They were up on thisside of the guard gate.
She has photos of the avard qote and hespital. She has ic’l‘os of the
RAAF base which she can lend fo vs but she'll have 1o SccHrac_r them
'{'osd'lw,r.

The rec. hall was 4he Pidure. show . Where wou walk inte 1
on the left was the boy's billiard reom ; then you walked info the pictore
chow. Bach of where the Guides and Brownies are now .

... she is a patroness
of the Brownies becavse she started them in 6l .. was the canteen, the
stores where 'H'llg bougk‘\" their grocerics and everything. |
Down the bottom | where the i‘\o\ida.j camp is now, used to be
The 5tr3t.an+5r mess . The Fence behind there was called the South Gote.
The children had to qo through there +o gqo to school . Thc.: had 4o puf
heir names in with the Suard and have them crossed off when -’r\-m_;j came

home . The Bowl'mj Club was the Officer's Mesz., Where the memorial is
now l-lSacl o be_ ‘H‘\e__ C.O.‘s housg_



The communi-Fb hall was demoalished. T+ was on the CGircdet

where Fhe ?ou-h s how |,

ne houses oot here then . LF dida't  shart 3r—ow1n3 fast until the air base
dosed . K lot oF miners had holido.;:g ?\o_r_e_s, which Jl-\—\eﬁ rented. A ot of

neatr tohere  +he swimmins POo\ was, Jhere were

?m?\e, on the base lived in Torondo. A lob oF business Pf_o?\c. ‘n Voronto
were in bhe  Air Force . Most peaple left when it closed.

At thet Fime qrown-up  children whe went to Righ School had
fo g0 right into Broadmeadow. A truck tookh them in b 6 o'dock in the
morning to cotch o Frain. The truck twould pick them op ofF the frain af
6 odoch thot might. Then the high scheol came out to Booragul , then
Toronto. Yvonne wwas irn the FHiret cdass thet started o Tororto H‘iﬂ\q Scheoo

The Ps C didn't do much, There was not much to do as it
wos cnka a small school . There was no Ffond- rodsino because everyone buck
in and did what had *o be done. T\u.xj didn't need money. The RAAF helpe
a lot with cdearing and bui\dinﬂ, rcnovoﬁ'ing and repairs . A couple of chaps
would qo up and Rnock in a Few nails. There was o lot of licison betwee
the base and the school. Over haolf the children of the school were Srom
the air base. The other children's parents worked in Hrie mines ab Aweba.
The school used Fhe Fields on the base . They're shill there now. The bigges
field was For Union and the smoller one was the Air Force soccer Field,
The base wos opened o children For anything they wanred o do .. play
cricket and so on, -ﬂ'\eﬂ could come in and go to the pictures and dances.
Dantes were heid ey second poty nighl  and anyone <ould 9o. The Aie
Force wuas very qood .

I+ was o Lommuhi‘Lb on 1ts own, ) We ere Air Force Propeﬁ'ﬁ
We had our cwn leave pass and had to sign in and sion out There was
o lot of ?ric\e_ i bc_'ma Air Force ?to?\ﬁ.

There were no excursions then, T\'le.l‘..} never Loent anbwhe_rc_
until \'\'H.S went  To Hlsh School. Td's amazing oot Rids do these dqb‘b.
Her qrandsen CK«.nng's 5°"D is captain ot Wangi  Schosl this qear.

(Mis sister was Yoo before she went Fo Morisser) He is going to
Canberra npext week for L clcu:jf;,. The monen wash 't avaslable 1o do these



lr‘nlngs.

The ?re,s<,h+ bennis courts are where the Air Force courts
were . She joined Fhe tennis club in 1450, They were let qo Yo rack
and ruin  for many - years ofter the counal bcusl‘v’r .

Trvine Homers son (Tvan ?) was in V\enng‘s class . He had
2 or D children went o the achool. the 5‘tr\5 will remember. He used to
do pairtings on plates for the Rids. He ended vp o cripple . He was siill
painting ‘then.

Another one 4o Falk to is Sjre.?‘ho.nie. Browon (maiden noame)
who woorks in the C-:c.oo? Sho?. She Loas toith Barbara.

L have lived in  Rothmines since 1950 . We had this place
built when the air base closed down. L love Yhe place and wouldnt leave

.

Thterview b-6-91\ \‘-3_(:) Anne Britt,
Teoacher Librarian, Rothmines P.S



