Ih-‘re,rvie.w with Val YouWN G whe was oo teacher oF Rothmines 7.8

From 19472 unkil hq\?wa,j chugh a3,

A - This s Anne Britd Qn{-e,ruic,w'mﬁ Vel “loung who was o teacher
at Rathmines Public Schoal from 19472 +e 1982,

' Came with Creorge of the beginning ofF 14712

A Right

v Zona Comeron was there with him 2 then | on dedtors erders
she left after 5 weeks & then T came. So it wos the same
year but 5 weehs laker.
Right , um, can you remember which year gou let ?
L was there almost 10 years, T #hink. Probably ok the end of
Ferm A in 22 but I'm not sure.

A Check i+ then. Yeah. And there wwere only the Fuwo feachers then?

\ - Not when T left

A No, no. When gou went there in 1472,

V. Heah ,yeah . L% or so children. T had lower division and
C\’tc:r*ge, had upper division .

A Right , um, anything .... can you remember oruy thing from
Yhose +imes thot you'd like +o...

V- Oh well, L like gmall schools . The

pumbers  wos Sre.cd" S0

even Hﬂoush it wos more work because some_bocl_:\) Lo as almoﬂ:

on F\"‘{j‘jw”nd d""‘_'j‘ Nobod,:j wos ever the +wo of us were
never in  the stoffroom ot the

same time ,um, we both

used +o do ?\q.bc:.)rour\d dUJ{”\lj 4-93&-”-.”'. One woould qo ® gt

the h-\c.t-nihS tea ¢ ot lunchbime one would be on first holf
ond one wouwld be on sccond half . Bubr we tended Yo -5+<1.3
out there +05&Haer 2 tolk becavse , uh, Yo need o bit of

adult conversation,

Um, so when did +the Hird deocher K

arrive -
T can't qui’t-e. remember. L think L was there o couP’k{,

ot years before .. W was Leigh woasn™t Ot Leigh Wilson come 7

M., He wasn't there very \0\13 ,0r. ... there was one fellouws
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A.

*H\o_:!r oS 1 '*‘ H"le.r”c \le.r‘B \ohg .

T}ch oS T&r’r:} %o\jc:l .
Ok r£3h+.

Oh, L&iﬁh was  there a while . Leftgh had

an Y Pe,'r-.x rmenrntal yeor

where he had an open dassrocom without tables and chairs
arro.ngcd in the wsual order. I think he hod some dousn
the back that the children could go to if they wented to do
wrﬁ-ing. B ut ‘Pnej used to do a lot of their work on the floor,
Which classroom did he have i in 7

In the end one next to the path coming down From the main... from
he gate on the right hand side as you come down the path.

Room C , yes .

T don 't hnow whaoat s  colled nows.

Meah , W Cre_orae_ tnentioned you put- on o lot ot ?10_55 2 concerts
in the ...,
Neah, mm. We used +he hall down the road ... ol dewn to

?r—cuc_’t“lst,
What sort of concerts did you Pu’r on ¢

Oh... some Flaﬂ:’; e B0Me musical | musico.l-+5?€. produciions, 1

like music , 50 we did a Fair bit of 5ih3{n% t ... we did one play

Haat Creorse_ wrote Hhal Leas very %coci. T can't remember what
W was colled , but L Rnow thet... he had | um

oo choir bous in
there 1 bhey were doing , um , actions the cricket scores , you
brow. As the , uh | preacher was preaching ... he'd S ey things |
'3 Pu)r his hands up 2 Hmﬁ‘d hold up a six T, you hrnow, do
this sort of action (crichet signal for four rons) & %Jneﬂ'd hold up
a Four . And 'H‘\c_Lj Lere \Ree_?incj score. So he was talented | Georo
ot erHhS H\inas. He hod such a %Ocd sense of humour, He
was alse very artistic. Ex’rre_me_hj ortistic,

Mm. He alse mentoned you ook +them down for swimming of
the take ... in the Swimming pool.

Mm.

Did you Sus% de that for sport or did you have. 5wimm}n3
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lessons

N

'?

, or.. !
Yes, yes.

Both of ‘these things ?

For.—. for sw.... Oh, just o teoch them o swim Yes. And for
sport , yes .

Yeah , um, you would have been there | wh when the Arts | Cratts
Festival was started by the school. Colleen Jones started wxhibitine

Sormme -Hﬁhgs.

Yes,

Gre,orcje., said the Dobell P&H-s/ Croft Festival hadnr't storted when

he woas -H\ere.\ so L was \no?iha you could dear wp tohen it
%‘l‘qr\‘e.cl.

T can't remember,
Y was ron blj Hhe P 2 C ?

Neg., Grot « vagque recollection . I can't remermber much about ¥

at all.

.

Mou cant remember QnSHﬂth?

I remember 4Hhot we had ?aithSs there | original paintings.
What was +the arkst 7

Homer Trvine.

Mes . Uh. On the wall 2 then Fhey discovered how valuable Frey
were &, uh, aqave them on permanent loan Yo the Art Gm.l\e_nj.
Them ...

There was more than one . There was +hot big one, that " Red Hill”
one ¢ then tiere were small ... T Hink ’l‘“\'"\e_\j were plates . Small ) ur

Little. ones = H‘m-e,s onL5 one biS one .

Meah. So you don't hnow what year H‘\tﬂ were dorated +o the At ~
C:a.l'le_r“% !

, o,

It was while T wos there bul T covldn't Fell you when
Right-

L¥ o when the school went in there ..o they said it Reathmines
School went in thed H“’ﬂ covld ..o we couwld ru:lue_sﬂ' £ Yhot 4—1«%
could be pur out so we could see them . We did do thet once
2 they put them right out in the foyer so we ... so that the



L.

Ve children so{' Yo see them .
Mm.

pa g

Did anb demountables arrive... some would hauve

artived before you lefd | wouldn '+ Hw,}j?.

< » < ® < F <

1A32 L. yes, They would have had to.

How many teachers were there in 1982 7

Ne, no, L can't....

Can you remember bhe order in which Hhey came ?

I Hink... wes Colleen before Ruth ? T'm not sore oboot Haod,
Um, I'd have +o go back fo the photes.

Nes. Ne, I'm not sore. And there was Kerry Grenell . Um. Na,
L can't remember . T just changed gradually.

Mem ,

ey

You were tHhere “H-n-c;ush several pf‘ihCiPa‘S. You were....

Mm. Yes, oell.

Crc.orst t John Leishman the First fime. And,
v, Beth  Miles.

Risi‘ﬁ" tell, Those tuere VFhe c\ue_s,'!-ion,s T had o ask. Meve Yo
36\‘ any anecdotes you'd lrhe ...,

No , not re_o,U.S, The Oh]"i’) -Hw%na that s’ro«_ﬂs in oy mind s that
P\O'S' I can't remember o.nnj-l'-\-\'\ha eloe

, ho.

W hen Hae ¥QPL was turmed off Val remembered other details:

The Partn-¥-:> e cxlwa,\jb very su?Por"Hue_ 3 hc,lP'gu.l.

There was no cankeen tohen she toent Hiere. ‘T\—xcﬂ used to

3&' 'H‘lihSS down ai the shoP. The shoP vsed to send the orders

up. Then the canteen started over in the ‘Q‘Uhhs e bui‘tc\ing, I+
was very  small, outrside +the Kinder recom, but at right angles +o it
I+ had push vp ) hook up , 2L liHe windows. Tt didn't have moch in

Wt~ onlu a sinh and Pl‘c, oven .

T‘n\e_:\ didn't sell very muech becavse
Jr\'m:j didn't have much reem Yo prepare —H—\ihas, T+ was vsed as a

eraft store room for o while , she thinks,

She had all % of her children there. Thc,:\ started off

at Morisset becavse her husband wos o WSOhSS' When he was

Fransferred Yo another school , she tookR them with her to Rabthmines.

That was From abour Hhe sccond year she, woz Hiere onwards.
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T\'\c,5 Finiched of Rathimines - went right %—hrough. One tas school cophedir
in the same year as Steven Cre,lcsin . There wvvere 2 captaing thod G eo
I+ is on a beard in the hall. So that wos Hhe year he lefh,

Bev Gelagin was there a fair bit, She used +o do releif
*Feo.c}'aing. She fook Val's dass when she wos off sick for o derm,
The hids lihed her. Theﬁ were both fon F?.OP\\L. The kids adored
George . They thought he tias wonderful, T\qeﬁ would do Qh‘LjHﬁhS
for him. He used to get out 3 ploy with them, When he woas on
P{a.ﬂcirourad duty he vsed te go down on the oval @ pley soccer with

Hiem -~ whatever '\"\1&5 ere ?\Cujiha.

She had a nice overall Qe_e,\ing about the +ime she was
Hrere | especially carly on when i+ was smeldl., TF was ‘Fritndl‘j L
e,uexgbod5 got on well, There didn't seem to be ey behavisur
problems | mainly  becavse they had sovch respect for Georqe.

He made gchool fun 2 o ?\ch Yo want ‘o be.



