Tnterview with  John L\_.;}cl;cz.rc\ oF 2 Roc‘ag Pt Rd, Eraring
Ph: 13 1265 . Trterviewed ‘35 Anne Britt

George  Gelagin [ Principal) put owt a call for help through
the hids for o design for a school badge . Johm drew designs
for 2 badges | one of  which woas chosen. He did the diamend
‘5\'1&?{ with  the propeller on i+, Barry M Gee designed  the
spirit and bruth " loge  which  was placed obove ‘the prepeller.
The children  voked on  all  the designs  submitted and his *two
designs  won.

Sohn  has  alwaus had a %rzcd Lascinatrion with
planes and drawing Fhem. Inm 1478 Dohn Leishman (Principal)
askhed  him 4o do the Your drawings of the planes for the
houses, These are ‘the pencil shetches ku,ns on +the back weall
of the Library . ke Yhese drawings are now faded, he is
qoing Yo re-do them oand put them infe black frames vohich
Show up Hhe F-e.hc.'il dmw'mﬁs more e_W«.c};w,Lﬁ

His two children , Sheree and Streven Lidyerd, atrended
Rathmines P.S. in the 1970s. His first wife Beth Lidyard did o
lob of work for the conteen when iF was oubside the Kindergarten
toom. She was buger for the canbeen for o year

Creorqe Gelagin was the first Principal he can remember.
The school just consisted of the top row of wooden buaildings. There
were no demountables +then. His e Bdh went Yo see Alan Beard
( Arcea Director of Educokion) several times to -!w—j and Sd« more
dassrooms. Jhe classes were too bia.

T+ was  always o greod e country scheol . Tohn
Leishman Rept that 'q‘t_e_i!.hﬁ of o small scheol. He was always aoocl
Yo the children ond had o special interest in the area's history

Tohn can remember a  puppet- theakre made by his
Sodher «in-low ouk of woeod for the school. John painted

a

?s-d—ur-c, ot Pinoccchio on Hhe front. He is 301“:13 +a -E-;-Lj and tind



a F}nchoSmF\w ot 1t

Mie  brother moved to Buttaba in the ecarly 19609
ard  his children came ro  Rothmines PSS, Tehn and Beth
moved Fo Yhe area in 1470  and their children started aof
Rathmines P.S. John's step-children by his second marriage
also oftended this school. Rheanna Riley athended in the lake
19905 ond her half-sister Tade Mikchell is Pr—c.santj in second
class |

He can remember the Mothers' Au\,:'i\ia.mj was very
social. They used to take coach trips o Polkolbin Vineyards every
!jf.a.t"‘.

He can remember plays puk on af  Christmas Hime
in the commoniby  hall wery gear by Fthe children. They ceased
when Mrs Miles came . He con remember e boy ot Rae Sihsihﬁ
"Toramy the Termite "

His ex-wife has photos of sports days end Taster
Bonnet Parades. She lives up Tamwoerth wouy o and he is not
sure W& he can Sd— Hhem,

Tohn did the painking of the bach-drops for the
Catalina Plcufjc.rs for about kW Yyears . T\—\eﬂ were very popular,
He used +o rmmiss out on YicRels because *’r\—\e_lj sold oul so quich.
He 1eft when a lot of dhe Cbr':ainc._\ ‘:\aﬂqs lefh - dhe Caullons
(Lyn ¢ 2, Jack and Naney Gl . Tack did « ot &§ the
carpentry work. Richard Homer died of cancer ; he was enly in

his WOs, He was o vu—3 3(:0{:\ actar.



